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 The Siege of Troy

Characters

The Narrator(s) – (Female Voice Over)

The story is narrated by actors in a Greek Amphitheatre, (to reflect the story telling techniques of the time). One character tells the whole story. The amphitheatre frames the story, cutting between the stage and the Greeks.

On the side of the Greeks

Helen of Troy- After being pursued by many suitors, the most beautiful woman in the world chose to marry the Greek King Menelaus.

Achilles- The fiercest, most skilled, and feared warrior of all the Greeks. 

Odysseus, King of Ithaca- One of the greatest warriors in the Greek forces. Known for his wisdom and cunning.

Menelaus, King of Sparta- Married to Helen, and brother of Agamemnon.

Agamemnon- The High King, leader of all the Greek forces, brother of Menelaus.

On the side of Troy

Paris- Abductor and lover of Helen. Son of Priam, King of Troy.

Hector- Troy’s greatest warrior and son of King Priam.

King Priam- Ruler of Troy and father to Hector and Paris.

Act One- Intro
Description- A Greek Amphitheatre, with a group of actors in classical masks on the stage. There is no audience.

Close up on the main narrator

The Narrator
‘There was a time when Gods looked down upon the Earth as their playground and on people as their playthings. They would befriend or torment mortals, but it was through love that they created a war amongst men…’
Act Two- King Menelaus, the abduction of Helen and the assembly of a great army

Shot of King Menelaus upon his throne, and next to him his wife Helen.

The Narrator
‘In the province of Sparta lived a Queen called Helen, a woman so fair that many believed she was the daughter of Zeus.’

Paris steals Helen away in the night. A vase is smashed and falls to the floor.

The Narrator
‘The young Prince Paris, consumed by her beauty, stole her away to the distant city of Troy.’

Time passes. The king visits the queen’s empty quarters. He picks up a fragment of the vase. Realising what has happened, his face turns to anger.

The Narrator.
‘Helen’s husband, King Menelaus, was overcome with rage. It was a matter of honour to right this wrong, but he would need all the heroes of Greece to aid him’

Side on view of ships then cut to shot of a figure standing at the bow of a great Greek warship.

The Narrator
‘Odysseus, King of Ithaca, full of strength and wily as the fox. 

Achilles, the strongest most fearsome warrior in the whole of Greece.

Led by Agamemnon, the King of Kings…’
We see a broad sweep of fearsome battleships sailing towards a distant city.

The Narrator

‘…one thousand warships set sail for Troy,’

Act Three- The battle begins and Ten years pass. 

Shot from above. The ships arrive at the fortress city of Troy. On shore the fighting begins. 

Arrows fly. Warriors charge. The fighting is fierce. 

Narrator

‘50,000 Greeks surrounded Troy, hurling themselves against the walls like waves against a cliff.’

Time passes. Young soldiers are now old and battle worn. The landscape is scarred with the signs of fierce fighting. 

Smoke rises from the battlefields surrounding Troy,

Narrator

‘Ten long years of fighting passed, with huge losses on both sides.’

Act Four- The Anger of Achilles.

Achilles, his face contorted with rage, charges the field. People flee in all directions.

Only Hector of Troy stands against him.

Narrator
‘Achilles, driven mad with revenge, challenged Hector, Troy’s fiercest hero…’

Achilles strikes down Hector.

Narrator
‘…but the day would belong to Achilles.’

Figures watch from the battlements of Troy and weep as Achilles stands over the body of Hector.
Act Five- The death of Achilles

Achilles fights on. From afar Paris loads his bow... 

Narrator
‘Achilles seemed invincible. Arrows and swords bounced off him as if they were feathers. But even the great Achilles had a weak spot.’ 

Shot of Achilles’ ankle.

‘Paris spied his enemy, took aim, and fired a fatal poisoned arrow.’

Shot from of above of Achilles lying on the battlefield surrounded by the enemies he has slain.
In retaliation Paris is stuck down by an arrow.

Narrator
‘Greek revenge on Paris was swift, but not even the death of the Prince, who had brought misery to so many, could break Troy.’
Act Six- A Plan is formed

It is night. The leaders of the Greek tribes sit round the fire to discuss their battle plans. We see three silhouettes, animated and arguing. They are tired and homesick after ten long years of war. Menelaus, however, refuses to give up on his queen.

Agamemnon kicks the earth and looks frustrated.

Agamemnon

‘Ten long years… So many lives, but still no closer to Troy or Helen.

Odysseus is calmer than the rest. He seems to be pondering something. He holds a wooden horse in his hand, a gift from his child.

Odysseus

‘We all yearn for the sight of our home again…to see our wives and children once more.’

Menelaus stands up and speaks with anger.

Menelaus

‘You forgot that my wife is still behind those walls. Do not forget your solemn pledge of honour…’

Agamemnon tries to calm Menelaus, sensing that Odysseus is pondering something.

Agamemnon

‘Quiet brother! Let him speak.’

Odysseus looks up from the wooden toy.

Odysseus
‘Leaving these shores could become the key to victory…but first we must build the valiant sons of Troy a gift to befit their hospitality.’

The kings carry on their discussion round the fire.

Act Seven- The discovery of the gift is cause for much celebration

As the sun rises over Troy, the city watchman looks out over the walls to see that the army camp that has surrounded them for so long has been deserted. Near the gates stands a huge wooden horse. A cry of triumph goes up and the bells begin to ring around the city.

Trojan Guard

‘Victory! Victory for Troy’

‘The Greeks have fled!’

‘The Greeks have fled!’

The gates are opened and the people of Troy surround the horse. The elderly King Priam of Troy speaks up.

King Priam

 ‘It is an offering from the Greeks. We have beaten their army and in our honour they have built this statue. Tonight we feast!’

In the crowd there are many happy faces and much cheering. The horse is led in through the gates of Troy.
Act Eight-The Fall of Troy

Night time. The main square of Troy is deserted but for the great wooden horse. Troy sleeps off a day of celebration. 

A soft creaking noise is heard from the belly of the horse. A trapdoor opens and slowly we see Menelaus, Odysseus and a few other warriors creeping out from the hollow horse where they had been hidden.

 Silently, they creep into the streets.

Upon a hill outside Troy a fire is lit upon the grave of Achilles. Dark silhouettes of ships move across the sea. The Greek forces unload on the beaches led by Agamemnon, and march silently to Troy. Odysseus opens the gates to the city.

Narrator

‘The Trojans were hasty to accept the generosity of the Greeks, and it proved to be the downfall of their once great city’

Scenes of battle ensue in the darkness. The Trojans are caught off guard. King Priam is slaughtered. Fires burn all over the city. Screams and the clashing of weapons ring out through the night fading with the first light of dawn. The city lies in smoking ruins.

Inside her room Helen looks out of her window at the destruction. Menelaus bursts into the room.

Menelaus (through gritted teeth) 

‘Helen…’

Helen (under her breath)

‘Husband…’

His sword raised, he nearly strikes, but at the last moment drops his sword and embraces her.

Act Nine- The Journey Home

Back in the Amphitheatre, the Narrator holds two tiny figures in his hand.

Narrator

‘And so the bloodiest war in the age of heroes came to an end. The Greeks could return home. Some would find happiness, some tragedy, and some would not make it home at all.’

A figure is picked up and contemplated by the narrator. 

We cut to Odysseus standing on the bow of his ship as it sails away from the ruins of Troy smouldering in the background.

Narrator

‘But for Odysseus, the adventures of the Gods were only just beginning…’

END

